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to be interested in politics, as the Court at Versailles was
becoming distinctly annoyed at Amalia's intrigues against
Tillot, Ferdinand of Parma's chief minister.
Amalia ignored her mother's advice, though Maria
Theresa tried to frighten her by telling her that " she
was being constantly watched " by her private spies in
Parma. Finally in disgust and to appease Versailles,
Maria Theresa disowned Amalia. She no longer wrote
to her, and she would not allow any of her other children
to communicate with this unruly sister. Maria Theresa
thought that Amalia would be distressed by this
severity. The Empress's lack of imagination probably
spared her great unhappiness, for she did not realise
that Amalia was probably relieved when her mother's
severe and tedious letters ceased to arrive.
Maria Theresa herself was now less interested in
Amalia and Caroline than she was in Marie Antoinette,
for she hoped that this child would be the means of
fulfilling her mother's greatest desire, a union between
the Bourbons and the Habsburgs. There had at one
time been a vague suggestion that Joseph should marry
one of Louis XV.'s rather unattractive daughters. Had
he been willing to do so, Marie Antoinette would probably
have remained as anonymous in history as most of Maria
Theresa's other daughters.
As early as 1766, when Marie Antoinette was eleven
years old, her marriage with the Dauphin was being
seriously considered, and Starhemberg wrote to Maria
Theresa from Paris that Louis XV. approved of this
union and that " the matter could be considered as good
as settled." In the spring of 1766, the betrothal was
formally arranged ; in 1768, a French priest, the Abb£
Vennond, was summoned to Vienna to give the little
girl a Preach education ; and on Easter Sunday, 1770,

